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VICE CHANCELLOR'S MESSAGE
Please accept w ith our compliments the enclosed copy of Syracuse Universit y's
publication , Glimpse: Insights into Syracuse University 2007, w hich encapsulates a
notew orth y year in pursuit of our vision , Scholarship in Action. While this phrase may be
unfamiliar to you , the concepts underl ying it surely are not: we construe the universit y as
a public good and, consequentl y, we stri ve to focus our intellectual resources on the most
pressing issues facing humanity-both today and perennially.
Scholarship in Action is expansive, not exclusive, requiring faculty who are superb
scholars and great mentors, relying upon the presence of enterprising students from
all w alks of life, and engaging the community so that these teachers and students can
catalyze transformational discovery. We recognize that the most effective educational
environment in w hich to produce graduates who think critically, understand the world ,
and are prepared to lead is one in which the faculty individually and collectively reflect
the full range of scholarly modalities. Thus, we value physicists, for example, w ho sift
through the remnants of atomic particle collisions to learn about the origins of the
universe, as well as those who explore the synthesis of new materials, and who excite
new generations of college students and youth about the rewards of "bench" science.
Likewise, we value literary scholars whose analyses of novels and films spark thoughtful
debate among academic colleagues, as well as those who w ork with community schools
to improve literacy rates.
We find that Scholarship in Action articulates a core characteristic of SU 's unique
excellence: that historically many of our best programs.and our best moments have been
based on engagement and collaboration with practitioners and communities of experts,
connecting our disciplinary excellence to professions, ideas, and problems in and of the
w orld. Yet, w e also know that this phrase captures a burgeoning awareness among many
colleges and universities across the country of the need to encourage and reward public
scholarship .
With this in mind , I hope you enjoy this publication and learning of our
accomplishments in pursuit of our vision.
Sincerely,

Eric F. Spina
Vice Chancellor and Provost
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Syracuse University Magazine (USPS 009·049, ISSN 1065-884X) Volume 24,
Number 4, is an official bulletin of Syracuse University and is published four
times yearly: spring, summer, fall, and winter by Syracuse University, Syracuse,
NY 13244. It is distributed free of charge to alumni, friends, faculty, and staff.
Periodical postage paid at Syracuse, NY, and additional mailing offices

WEB SITE: sumagazine.syr.edu.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS ONLY: Advancement Services, 820 Comstock Avenue,
Room 009, Syracuse NY 13244-5040. Telephone: 315· 443·3904. Fax: 315·
443-5l69. E-mail: alafranc@syr.edu. For duplicate mailings, send both mailing
labels to above address.
LETTERS TO EDITOR, OTHER MAGAZINE BUSINESS: Syracuse University
Magazine, 820 Comstock Avenue, Room 308, Syracuse NY 13244-5040
Telephone: 315·443·2233; Fax: 315·443·5425. E- mail: jacox@syr.edu. E-mail
letters must include a mailing address. Letters are subject to editing for style,
clarity, and space !imitations

Contents © 2007 Syracuse University, except where noted. Opinions expressed
in Syracuse University Magazine are those of the authors and do not necessarily
represent the opinions of its editors or policies of Syracuse University.
POSTMASTER: Send address co rrections to 820 Comstock Avenue, Room 009,
Syracuse NY 13244-5040.
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